
DISCRIMINATORY
DESIGN



OBJECTIVES



Students will identify different examples of discriminatory
design. 
Students will learn how AI can be a form of discriminatory
design.



Who chose your name and why?
Does it have a meaning?

Was it always like this or has it changed?
Do people sometimes pronounce or write your name in the wrong way?

Do you like your name?
How would you like to be called?

What do your relatives and friends call you?
Is there a different way of writing/pronouncing your name in another language?

In which language do you like your name the most?
Is there a story connected to your name?

Think about the story of your name for 2 minutes.  Then, talk with the person sitting
next to you about the history of your name for 5 minutes: Answer any of these

questions:

Discriminatory Design



Do you think someone’s race can be known
based on their name? 

Can you think of examples where someone
may be discriminated against because of their

name? 

1.

2.
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Examples of discrimination based
on your name






HAVE YOU NOTICED HOW SOME PARK AND BUS
STOP BENCHES ARE BROKEN UP BY ARM RESTS?









Hidden prejudices that  are built into  
aspects of society (products, tech,
video games, etc.) and as a result,

emergent technologies can preserve
discrimination. 
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Can anyone see how this maybe an example of discriminatory design? 
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Can anyone see how this picture maybe an example of discriminatory
design? 
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Discriminatory Design
Can anyone see how this picture maybe an example of discriminatory

design? 



Can anyone see how this picture maybe an example of
discriminatory design? 
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Can anyone see how this picture maybe an example of
discriminatory design? 
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HP Face Tracking Camera Doesnt Recognize Black People 










A sociologist and a
Professor in the

Department of African
American Studies at
Princeton University

coined the term
"discriminatory design"

Conducts research  at the
intersection of race, justice

and technology

Dr. Ruja Benjamin 



Dr. Ruja Benjamin





What are some
examples of

discriminatory
design?  

 


 



 



 


building that doesn't
have ramps or elevators
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Products 

examples of
discriminatory

design 

right-
handed

desk

facial recognition
technology 

who is being
negatively
affected?



Discriminatory Design Summary

Products 

examples of discriminatory
design 

As a class, we will learn how “those things dubbed “just ordinary” are
also cultural, as they embody values, beliefs, and narratives, and

normal names offer some of the most powerful stories of all …. and
infused with meaning and experience – particular histories, longings,

and anxieties.” (Ruja Benjamin)


